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On May 2, President George Bush asked Congress for authority to provide $21 million worth of
weapons to Latin America and Caribbean nations fighting drug traffickers. According to Lt.Gen.
Charles Brown, head of the Defense Security Assistance Agency, "excess defense articles" would be
given away without charge to military forces in the region. He urged the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee to push for approval of $21 million in funding above the current level beginning Oct. 1.
Brown said, "The biggest increase in this group is for Colombia, where the activities of drug barons
and insurgent groups, sometimes working together, threaten the very survival of the legal system
and democratic government." The next largest increase would go to Peru, followed by Bolivia and
the eastern Caribbean islands, often used as stopover points between South America and the US.
Brown said the US would send these countries low-technology, basic military equipment for use in
low-intensity conflicts with drug traffickers. According to Brown, to the present US aid has primarily
involved local police, but the arms shipments would shift to cooperation with the military. "We
believe that local military forces are ready to and must take a larger role in these efforts. They are
the only forces large enough to do it...they can act as a disciplined and trained force, and it is far
better they take this role rather than US combat forces." (Basic data from AFP, 05/02/89)
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